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SECTION I -
CRIME TRENDS
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Crime Trends - A Historical Perspective

This historical information is intended to provide a comprehensive perspective in crime trends.  This graph
illustrates the general trend in crimes reported in Illinois from 1974 to 2002.  The Crime Index is composed of
selected offenses used to gauge fluctuations in the overall volume and rate of crime reported to law enforcement.
The offenses included are the violent crimes of murder, criminal sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault/
battery (including attempted murder and ritual mutilation); and the property crimes of burglary, theft (including
burglary from a motor vehicle), motor vehicle theft, and arson.

Crime trends may be analyzed using two separate methods: crime volume and crime rates.  Crime volume is
merely the aggregate total of the Crime Index.  By comparing the crime volume from year to year, trends in the
number of crimes reported to police can be studied.  Crime rates are compiled to compensate for the changes in
the size of population.  Crime rates are generally expressed as the total number of index crimes per 100,000
inhabitants.

For ease of interpretation, the crime rate is shown for each year from 1974 through 2002.  The term “Rate”
refers to the number of crimes per 100,000 inhabitants.  The crime rate is calculated by dividing the number of
crimes reported to police by the jurisdictional population, and multiplying that number by 100,000.

Considerations for interpretation:
On January 1, 1992, the Revised Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting Program, operating under the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National
Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) criteria, became operational.  This new system was used to collect data from 1992  through 1993.
In 1994 the Illinois State Police implemented a new reporting procedure.  Data  was captured and provided to the Illinois State Police on a Monthly
Crime Index Form ISP 2-423 (1/02) (see Appendix).  Crime index offenses, crime index offense arrests and drug crime arrests were required
to be reported by the local law enforcement agency.  This same procedure is still in use to date. However, the change in reporting may have
contributed to the decrease in Index offense rates from 1991-1993.

Effective July 1, 1984, sex crimes committed in Illinois were governed by a new statute entitled “Illinois Criminal Sexual Assault Act” (P.A. 83-
1067).  This statute repealed eight existing laws in Illinois including rape.  On July 1, 1984, law enforcement agencies began  reporting the new
sex offenses to the I-UCR Program.  The criminal sexual assault category reflects offenses reported as rape from 1972 through June 30, 1984.
Effective July 1, 1984, offenses were reported as aggravated criminal sexual assault and criminal sexual assault.
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Crime Trends - A Historical Perspective

Violent crime offenses consist of murder, criminal sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault/battery
(including attempted murder and ritual mutilation).  Violent crimes accounted for 15.4 percent of the crime index
total in 2002.  Property crime offenses consist of burglary, theft (including burglary from a motor vehicle), motor
vehicle theft, and arson.  Property crimes accounted for 84.6 percent of the crime index total in 2002.

Note: See page 18 for the actual crime index offense
rates and total number of offenses reported in each
category for 1998-2002.
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With the exception of criminal sexual assault, violent crime index offense rates continue to decline.  Murder
and criminal sexual assault remain the smallest contributors to the overall violent crime index offense total.

Crime Trends - A Historical Perspective

Note: See page 18 for the actual crime index offense
rates and total number of offenses reported in each
category for 1998-2002.
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Note: See page 18 for the actual crime index offense
rates and total number of offenses reported in each
category for 1998-2002.

Crime Trends - A Historical Perspective

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
175

200

225

250

275

R
at

e 
P

er
 1

00
,0

00

State Total Robbery Crime Index Offense Rate 1998-2002

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
350

400

450

500

550

R
at

e 
P

er
 1

00
,0

00

State Total Aggravated Assault/Battery
Crime Index Offense Rate 1998-2002

(Including Attempted Murder & Ritual Mutilation)



15

With the exception of burglary, property crime index offense rates continue to decline.  Arson and motor
vehicle theft remain the smallest contributors to the overall property crime index offense total.

Note: See page 18 for the actual crime index offense
rates and total number of offenses reported in each
category for 1998-2002.

Crime Trends - A Historical Perspective
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Crime Trends - A Historical Perspective

Note: See page 18 for the actual crime index offense
rates and total number of offenses reported in each
category for 1998-2002.
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Crime Trends - Violent Crimes/Property Crimes

Regional tables provide useful comparisons of offense totals and rates among different types of jurisdictions
in Illinois. These include the following:

Downstate Total - The downstate total consists of the state total (including Cook County)
minus Chicago Police Department data.

Chicago Police Department Total - This total consists of the Chicago Police Department
data.

Cook County Total - This total consists of Cook County data (including Chicago Police
Department).

Suburban Cook County Total* - This total consists of all Cook County data minus Chicago
Police Department data.

Collar Counties Total* - This total consists of data reported by sheriffs’ offices, police
departments, colleges and universities in DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties.

Urban Counties Total* - This total consists of data reported by sheriffs’ offices, police
departments, colleges, and universities in the following counties:

Boone Grundy Kendall Menard Rock Island Winnebago
Champaign Henry Macon Monroe Sangamon Woodford
Clinton Jersey Madison Ogle St. Clair
DeKalb Kankakee McLean Peoria Tazewell

Rural Counties Total* - This total consists of data reported by sheriffs’ offices, police
departments, colleges, and universities in the following counties:

Adams Coles Fulton JoDaviess Mason Pulaski Vermilion
Alexander Crawford Gallatin Johnson Massac Putnam Wabash
Bond Cumberland Greene Knox McDonough Randolph Warren
Brown DeWitt Hamilton LaSalle Mercer Richland Washington
Bureau Douglas Hancock Lawrence Montgomery Saline Wayne
Calhoun Edgar Hardin Lee Morgan Schuyler White
Carroll Edwards Henderson Livingston Moultrie Scott Whiteside
Cass Effingham Iroquois Logan Perry Shelby Williamson
Christian Fayette Jackson Macoupin Piatt Stark
Clark Ford Jasper Marion Pike Stephenson
Clay Franklin Jefferson Marshall Pope Union

* Area defined by the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority.

Counties are considered urban if their population consists of at least 50,000 residents or if they contribute
at least 50,000 residents to a total Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) of 100,000. An area qualifies for
recognition as an MSA in one of two ways: (1) if it includes a city of at least 50,000 population, or (2) if it
includes an urbanized area of at least 50,000 population with  a total metropolitan population of 100,000. In
addition to the county containing the main city or urbanized area, an MSA may include additional counties
having strong economic and social ties to the central county. Those that are not part of an MSA are rural
counties.




















